
 

To:  Honorable Mayor Price and Members of the City Council 
 
cc:  Denis Fitzgibbons, City Attorney 
  City Manager’s Executive Management Team 
   
From: Gregory E. Rose, City Manager 
   

Date:  December 17, 2014  
 
RE:  City Manager Report 
 
 ACTIVITIES and EVENTS 

 Mr. and Mrs. Claus will arrive at Copper Sky on Thursday, December 18, from 
5-7 p.m.  Children may bring Santa their wish lists, and parents may bring their 
cameras to take photographs.  There is no charge to visit with Santa, instead, 
families are asked to bring an unwrapped toy or nonperishable food items that 
will be donated to F.O.R. Maricopa. 

 Copper Sky is excited to host Parents Night Out on December 19, from 5-9 
p.m.  Parents can register to drop off their children to go holiday shopping or 
enjoy a night out!  There is a $15 fee for each child.  A $10 discount will be 
applied for three or more children.  Registration for this event is required. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

2040 Vision Steering Committee: The Maricopa 2040 Vision Steering 
Committee met on December 17 to continue the process of developing a Vision 
Statement and Core Vision Elements.  The Committee utilized input gathered at the 
eight Community Forums as the foundation of their work.   
 
The Committee’s next meeting is scheduled for January 7, 6 p.m. at Copper Sky 
Multigenerational Center in Room A.  At that meeting, Community Forum 
participants who volunteered to serve on Issue Project Teams and Steering Committee 
Members will receive training.  These teams will work to fully develop the Core Vision 
Elements in January and February.   
 
Current City Recruitments: Please click on the following link, 
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/jobs-portal. 
 
Future Council Agenda Items 

 Please see attached report. 
 
 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/jobs-portal


 

Economic Development 

 ACA Rural Economic Development Grant: The City has been awarded a 
$250,000 Rural Economic Development Grant by the Arizona Commerce 
Authority (ACA).  The grant will help fund the construction of Edison Road’s 
extension through the Estrella Gin Business Park site to State Route 238.   Click 
here to read the news release. 

 Business Licensing Project: Staff presented proposed business regulations 
for the following three special business types during the December 16 City 
Council Work Session: (1) Massage Establishments, (2) Off Track Betting 
Establishments, and (3) Tattoo and/or Body Piercing Establishments. In 
accordance with Arizona Revised Statutes, public notice of the proposed fees 
must be provided for a 60-day period before City Council consideration for 
approval. The fees and proposed City Code amendments will be posted to the 
City website. 

 Copper Sky Commercial Site RSOQ: Per City Council direction, a Request 
for Statement of Qualifications has been issued seeking a development partner 
for the City’s 18-acre Copper Sky Commercial Site.  The deadline to submit 
proposals is February 2, 2015. 

 Holiday Signage Program: This program, re-authorized by City Council on 
December 2, runs through January 5, 2015 and is intended to allow businesses 
to display additional signage, absent of a permit, during the holiday season. 
The purpose is to provide greater visibility for local businesses and promote a 
festive shopping atmosphere. Click here to read the program guidelines. 

 Hotel Feasibility Study: A consultant has been contracted to conduct a hotel 
feasibility study. The consultant’s analysis will determine what type and size of 
hotel can be supported in Maricopa and the project’s financial feasibility. The 
study will assist in marketing Maricopa to hotel developers and brands. The 
study has been completed and the results will be presented during the January 
20 City Council Work Session. 

 MCE Professional Series Seminar: The Maricopa Center for 
Entrepreneurship hosted two free workshops on Tuesday featuring guest 
speaker Leon Potter of Master Tax Advisors. The topic was “5 (Legal) Ways to 
Outsmart the IRS.” Click here to learn more about upcoming events at MCE. 

 New Businesses: No new business license applications have been processed 
since the last report. 

 
Public Works 

Capital Projects 

 Honeycutt Road Widening Project: Due to weather delays, work on the 
widening of Honeycutt Road from White and Parker Road to Porter Road is 
expected to resume the week after Christmas.  Once work resumes, 
approximately five months will remain until construction is complete. 

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/economicdevelopment/1345-city-of-maricopa-awarded-250-000-grant-by-arizona-commerce-authority
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/economicdevelopment/1345-city-of-maricopa-awarded-250-000-grant-by-arizona-commerce-authority
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/economicdevelopment/1315-city-issues-rsoq-seeking-development-partner-for-copper-sky-commercial-site
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/economicdevelopment/1315-city-issues-rsoq-seeking-development-partner-for-copper-sky-commercial-site
http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/economicdevelopment/1347-holiday-signage-program-now-in-effect
http://www.maricopainnovates.com/


 

 Vehicle Feedback Signs: Receipt and installation of speed feedback sign 
materials is anticipated next week.  Installation should resume in the next 
couple weeks.  Once complete, speed feedback signs will be in the area of Santa 
Rosa, Maricopa, and Butterfield Elementary Schools. 

 Public Works/Fleet/Fire Building: Staff received Council approval of the 
construction contract on December 16.  Construction activities will begin in 
January with site demolition and grading. 

 Copper Sky Police Substation: Design has been submitted for City review.  
Staff anticipates seeking Council approval of a preconstruction services 
contract on January 20. 

 Edison Road Improvements: Design is nearing 60% completion.  Staff 
anticipates seeking Council approval of a preconstruction services contract on 
January 20.  

Engineering 

 Comments were returned for Eagle Shadow Phase 2A Pre Plat submittal.  

 The Copper Sky Police Substation plans were submitted for review. 

 There are currently five projects in for engineering review. 
Street Maintenance 

 Graded ten miles of dirt roads. 

 Assisted Copper Sky with concrete removal in erosion areas on drainage bank 
off State Route 347. 

 Sprayed rights-of-way for weeds. 

 Assisted with moving the 40’ storage container from the Public Works yard to 
Copper Sky. 

 Picked up message boards, light tower, and the “No Parking” signs in Desert 
Cedars, all of which were used for the Merry Copa festival. 

 Placed one message board out for the Ak-Chin Carnival and three for the Fire 
Department’s “Ride for Toys” event at Pacana Park on Saturday. 

Planning 

 Please see attached document detailing current caseload. 
 

Community Services News 
Recreation, Fitness, Aquatics, and Programs: 

 Memberships: 5,432; 1 Adult: 366; 2 Adult: 458; Senior: 116; Senior Couple: 
186; Family: 3,296; CS Punch: 414; Youth/Student: 200; Silver Sneakers: 100; 
Ak-Chin: 296 

 Total Number of check-ins: 195,589 

 Total distance traveled on Cardio Equipment 6,000 miles over the week 

 Total hours spent on Cardio Equipment 11,500 over the last week 

 Total number of Cardio Equipment workouts over 3,000 last week 

 Over 2,500+ Weight Room Workouts over the last week 



 

 Over 500 group exercise attendees over the last week 

 New Fitness Classes: Flex Powerclass launched in conjunction with adjusted 
Saturday morning child watch hours. The new course starts at 8:15 am and 17 
people attended.  Barre Conditioning had 10 people in class on Tuesday, Friday 
and Sunday. 

 Water Fitness Classes had 18-20 participants per class.   

 Aquatics staff will be covering Fitness Instructor shifts during the holiday 
break. 

 The Maricopa Marlin Swim Club will be offered as a monthly membership 
starting January 5, 2015. Flyers and signage will be displayed at Copper Sky. 

 New Youth Council members were excited to be appointed at the December 16 
City Council Meeting.   

 On December 9, Youth Council enjoyed viewing and judging homes in the 
Holiday Homes and Businesses on Parade.   

 The Youth Council assisted with Shop with a Cop on Saturday, December 13.  
They had a great time assisting officers and children shop for holiday gifts.   

 The Youth Council will also be assisting with set up and running the bounce 
house at F.O.R. Maricopa Food Bank Christmas Carnival on December 20.   

 Child Watch had 309 children in their care this week.  The children have been 
completing amazing crafts to add to their Winter Wonderland. 

 Pickleball lines will be painted at Pacana Park’s Tennis Courts on December 29 
in preparation for Pickleball lessons starting the week of January 5. 

Library 

 Door Count 5,730 Visitors; 174 items added to collection; 64 new library cards 

issued; 4,659 checkouts; 472.2 hours of computer use; 175 program attendees 

 Library will close at 3:00 p.m. on December 24 & December 31    

 Library will be closed on Christmas Day, December 25 

 About 120 children and their families enjoyed a visit with Mr. & Mrs. Santa 

Claus on Monday evening, December 15.  Children were able to talk with Santa, 

have their picture taken and then completed a craft while listening to 

Christmas music and eating cookies.  Many families contributed books and 

food to be donated to the Food Bank.  A nice evening was enjoyed by all. 



 

 
Library Programs 

 Wednesday, December 17, 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m., and 2:15 p.m.  Fun Van 
(advance registration required).  Kids play and learn while parents and 
caregivers meet to discuss parenting skills. 

 Thursday, December 18, 9:10 a.m.  Lapsit for parents and children aged 0-
12 months.  Early learning fun with rhymes, bounces, songs and stories. 

 Thursday, December 18, 9:30 a.m.  Movers and Shakers Storytime.  Explore 
early literacy with books, finger plays, stories and songs just for toddlers one to 
three years old with an adult. 

 Thursday, December 18, 3:45 p.m.  School Age Storytime.  Stories are 
interactive and the craft is great fun. 

 Thursday, December 18, 5 p.m.  Computer Basics Series. 

 Thursday, December 18, 10 a.m.  Adult Contemporary Book Club. 

 Thursday, December 18, 3:45 p.m.  School Age Storytime.  Stories are 
interactive and the craft is great fun. 

 Saturday, December 20, 1 p.m. LEGO club, come build with us, all 
materials provided. 

Parks 

 Copper Sky 
o Completed the removal of concrete debris from ADOT Channel with the 

help of Public Works 
o Cleaned up from Merry Copa 



 

o Moved container box from the Public Works yard to Copper Sky with 

help from Public Works and Maricopa Police 

o Prepped fields for Toys for Tots Tournament (Rained out) 

o Received Game and Fish trout delivery 

o Routine landscape and turf maintenance 

o Routine trash and litter throughout park 

o Routine ball field maintenance 

 Pacana Park 

o Worked on Ball field 1 and 2 skins, Barkshire completed laser leveling 

for a safe playing surface 

o Adjusted sprinklers in arc of field 1 & 2 to 71’ 

o Worked on gopher control 

o Reviewing site for CIP projects 

o Routine landscape and turf maintenance 

o Routine trash and litter throughout park 

o Routine ball field maintenance 

o All fields are closed for maintenance 

 Lexington 

o Routine landscape and turf maintenance 

 City Hall 

o Moved tables from City Hall to Copper Sky 

Special Events & Marketing 

 Special Events is working with vendors and staff to evaluate the success of 

Merry Copa in order to make the event even better next year! 

 On December 15, 2014 the PRL committee judged the homes that are 

participating in Holiday Homes on Parade contest which ends December 18.  If 

you plan on going out to look at lights please pick up a judging sheet from 

Niesha Whitman and cast your vote for the houses you think stand out from the 

rest.  A map of homes can be found on the City of Maricopa website. You can 

also cast your vote online! 

 Special Events is currently planning the Salsa Festival, Fishing derby and a 5k 
run to be held late February or early March. 

 
Police Department 

 Shop with a Cop: December 13, members of the Maricopa Police Department 
participated in the 3rd annual Shop With A Cop event.  Thirty-two at-risk 
youths teamed up with members of the department for a trip to Walmart that 



 

included breakfast, gift shopping, and gift wrapping.  More than forty 
employees from MPD participated in the event.  The next step in Shop With A 
Cop involves members of the distribution of food boxes for needy families.  
During the selection process, many participants identified food as need for the 
holidays.  MPD and For Our City Maricopa will work together to create and 
distribute boxes to forty-three families.   

 Police Recruit Testing: December 15, members of the MPD participated in 
the oral board selection of new officers for the department.  Recruit applicants 
who were successful during the physical and written portion of the test were 
invited to an oral board interview with department members.  MPD is currently 
trying to fill vacancies for five police officers. 

 Police Lateral Testing: December 17, members of the MPD participated in 
the oral board selection process for qualified lateral peace officers.  The lateral 
officers will be combined with successful recruit applicants to fill vacancies for 
five peace officers with MPD.  

 VALOR Training: December 16, members of the MPD participated in 
VALOR training offered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA).  The 
training is designed for frontline law enforcement to promote officer safety and 
help prevent injuries and death in the line of duty.  The two day training was 
conducted in Scottsdale, and covered topics including: pre-incident indicators 
of violent attacks, characteristics of armed gunmen, and look at threats in 
contemporary law enforcement. 

 

Fire Department 
Community Outreach, Public Safety Events, and Fire Prevention 

 Maricopa Fire Department conducted its Second Annual Ride for Toys in 
support of F.O.R. Maricopa and the families of our community.  Santa, Sparky, 
Firefighters, and Fire Trucks were present at the event.  More than 350 kids 
and adults brought toys and/or canned foods and received a ride on a fire 
truck.  More than 600 toys and $820.00 in cash and checks were handed over 
to F.O.R. Maricopa at the end of the four-hour event.  Smiles and laughter were 
present in abundance.  Additionally, one lucky person won a ride to school on a 
fire truck and another lucky winner won dinner at the fire station.  Thank you 
to all who planned, participated, and donated.  Wendy Webb, director of F.O.R. 
Maricopa was blown away by the generosity of the community.  See pictures 
attached.  

 Landscaping and site improvements at Station 572 are nearing completion.  
Please see attached photos. 

 The Maricopa Fire CERT program is a Community Emergency Response Team 
which provides basic preparedness to interested community individuals 
training them to react to major disasters. The CERT program held two fall 
classes with 17 students; graduating 14 students after performing a disaster 



 

mock drill held Saturday Dec. 13th at the LDS Center in Homestead. These new 
CERT members are trained to perform basic disaster medical operations, light 
search & rescue, fire extinguishing, and  disaster psychology. Recognition goes 
to CERT Instructors Jim & Christine Fuller, Maricopa Police Volunteers, AK-
Chin Fire, Gila River EMS, and High School Drama Class for their achievement 
in providing volunteer community service to the city of Maricopa. 
Congratulations new CERT Team members.  See pictures attached. 

Emergency Calls 
Maricopa Fire Department responded to a total of 66 requests for emergency 
assistance this week, with 52 (79%) calls being medical in nature: 

 Ambulance Transports:  As a result of calls for medical assistance this 
week, 31 patients were transported by ambulance to surrounding hospitals for 
further evaluation and treatment. 

 Auto Accidents:  Maricopa Fire Department responded to five reports of auto 
accidents this week, including one on SR 347 where a vehicle had crossed the 
median, striking another vehicle, which then had rolled and caught fire.  
Passersby stopped and assisted the driver of the vehicle out of the vehicle 
before the fire spread, and stayed with the patient until emergency crews from 
Gila River and Maricopa arrived.  Two patients were transported to local 
hospitals for further evaluation and treatment.    

 Difficulty Breathing:  Air quality conditions this week may have contributed 
to a rise in calls identified as difficulty breathing.  MFD responded to seven 
such calls this period.  

 Alarm Indications:  MFD responded to four reports of smoke detector 
activations.  All resulting in false alarms.  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Gregory E. Rose, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 
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Future Council Agenda Items 

Date Meeting Item Contact 

    

January 20, 2015 WORK SESSION Presentation: Hotel Feasibility Study Michael Winer 

January 20, 2015 WORK SESSION Presentation by 3 Non-Profits as Required by the Maricopa Non-Profit Funding Program Mary Witkofski 

January 20, 2015 WORK SESSION Presentation on Zoning Code Rewrite – City-initiated rezoning Dana Burkhardt 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Public Hearing: Community Development Block Grant/ State Special Projects Mary Witkofski 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Public Hearing: Conditional Use Permit CUP14-03 for Tortosa HOA Office Dana Burkhardt 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Amendment to lease of old City Hall Bill Fay 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Amendment to Sunland Contract for asphalt and crack seal Bill Fay 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Budgetary Transfer for $45,000 for Recycling Services Brian Ritschel 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Grant Acceptance, CMAQ/ Joint Project Agreement (JPA) with ADOT for 
Hartman Road 

Mary Witkofski 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Grant Acceptance, HSIP/ JPA with ADOT for sign management system & 
regulatory/ warning upgrade/  

Mary Witkofski 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR  Approval of 2015 Legislative Agenda Paul Jepson 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Contract with Neu & Company Ainsley Legner 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Conditional Use Permit (CUP 14-03) for Tortosa HOA Office Dana Burkhardt 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Fee Waiver Policy for Community Services Kristie Riester 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Maricopa Manor Replat Dana Burkhardt 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Mid-Year Budget Review Brian Ritschel 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Ordinance: Amending Section 2-82 of the City Code to add the Age-Friendly Committee Vanessa Bueras 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Preconstruction services for Copper Sky PD Substation (contract) Bill Fay 

January 20, 2015 REGULAR Preconstruction services for Edison Rd (contract) Bill Fay 

    

February 3, 2015 REGULAR Consent: Community Services Fee Updates Kristie Riester 

    

February 17,  2015 REGULAR Consent: Highway Safety Improvement/ Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Grant Mary Witkofski 

February 17, 2015 REGULAR Resolution for Community Development Block Grant Mary Witkofski 

February 17, 2015 REGULAR Resolution for State Special Projects Mary Witkofski 

    

April 7, 2015 REGULAR Proclamation: Sexual Assault Awareness Month Mary Witkofski 

April 7, 2015  REGULAR Consent: Resolution Fair housing Month Mary Witkofski 
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May 5, 2015 REGULAR Proclamation: Mental Health Awareness Month Mary Witkofski 

    



PLANNING DIVISION: CASE WORKLOAD 

# Case Project Name Status (as of 12/16/2014) 

1 Site Plan Review case #14-05 Century Link Permanent Facility Application on hold due to incomplete 2nd submittal. 

2 Subdivision case # 13-02 Cortona Phase 1 subdivision 
2nd Review TAC meeting scheduled, awaiting 3rd sub-
mittal. 

3 Subdivision case # 14-04 Maricopa Manor Plat Scheduled for City Council, January 20 

4 Subdivision case # 14-02 Plat Amendment Maricopa Station Scheduled for City Council, Dec 16. 

5 Comprehensive Sign Plan case # 14-02 
Maricopa Station Comprehensive Sign 
Plan 

Under first review. 

6 Administrative Review case #    14-22 Group Care Facility Under first review. 

7 Subdivision case # 14-03 Eagle Shadow Phase 2A Under first review. Tentative 1st TAC meeting, Dec 18 

8 Administrative Review case #    14-21 Our Lady of Grace - Street Name Change Under second review. 

9 Administrative Review case #    14-12 Tortosa South Subdivision Landscape Plan Waiting on third submittal. 

10 
Planned Area Development (Rezoning) case # 14-
01 

Anderson Russell Under completeness review. 

11 Conditional Use Permit case # 14-03 Tortosa HOA Office (temporary) Scheduled for Planning and Zoning Commission, Dec 22 

12 Preliminary Application case # 14-29 
Our Lady of Grace - Church Admin/School 
buildings 

Follow up meeting pending.  

13 Preliminary Application case # 14-30 Sprint Antenna Request Waiting on response for proposed meeting. 

14 Comprehensive Sign Plan case # 14-01 
Homestead North Comprehensive Sign 
Plan 

Under second review. 

15 Site Plan Review case # 14-06 Copper Sky Police Substation Under first review. 

16 Sign case # 14-36 
Villages at Rancho El Dorado monument 
signs   

Under first review. 

17 Administrative Review case #    14-24 Mobile Home Replacement Under first review. 
















